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[o] Letter from Father Biard, to Reverend Father
Christopher Baltazar, Provincial
of France, at‘ Paris.

(Copied from lhe autograph preserved in the Arclhives
of Jesus, at Rome).

Y REVEREND FATHER,
The peace of Christ be with you.

At last by the grace and favor of God, here we
are at Port Royal, the place so greatly desired, after
having suffered and overcome, during the space of
seven months, a multitude of trials and difficulties
raised up against us at Dieppe by those belonging to
the pretended religion; and after having survived at
sea the fatigues, storms, and discomforts of winter,
winds, and tempests. By the mercy of God, and
through the prayers of Your Reverence and of our good
Fathers and Brothers, here we are at the end of our
journey and in the long-wished-for place. And I am
now taking the first opportunity which presents itself
to write to Your Reverence, and to communicate to you
news of ourselves and of our present situation. Iam
sorry that the short time we have been in this coun-
try does not permit me to write about it at length, as I
was desirous [10] of doing, and about the condition of
these poor people; however, I will try to describe to
you not only what happened in our voyage, but also
all that we have been able to learn of these peoples
since our arrival, as I believe all our good noblemen
and friends, as well as Your Reverence, expect and
desire me to do.



